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December 15th, 2019 

Wise Men Seek Jesus 
Matthew 2:1-15 

 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
Dec 8 Galatians 4-6    Dec 12 Colossians 1-4 
Dec 9 Ephesians 1-3    Dec 13 1 Thessalonians 1-5 
Dec 10 Ephesians 4-6    Dec 14 2 Thessalonians 1-3 
Dec 11 Philippians 1-4    Dec 15 1 Timothy 1-6 
 

Lesson Idea:  The coming of the wise men reminds us 
that Jesus is worthy of worship and God accomplishes His 
plans. 
 

Cross References:  Numbers 24:8, 17; Micah 5:2; Hosea 
11:1; Psalm 23; John 10; Jeremiah 31:15 

 

Background: As Matthew continues his Gospel, he does 
not give details about the actual birth of Jesus. We get 
those details from Luke’s Gospel. Because Matthew 
focuses instead on trying to prove that Jesus Christ is the 
Messiah and Savior of the world, the second chapter 
moves from the genealogy and naming of Jesus straight 
to the worship the Christ child received from distant 
foreigners. He contrasts this with the fact that he was 
ignored by the religious leaders and hunted by the 
political leader of His own people. F.F. Bruce notes 
Matthew’s reason: "The main purpose is to show the 
reception given by the world to the new-born Messianic 
King - Homage from afar, hostility at home." (Bruce) 
    David Guzik shares background on Herod: 

In the days of Herod the king: This was the one known 
as Herod the Great. Herod was indeed great; in some 
ways great as a ruler, builder, and administrator; in 
other ways great in politics and cruelty. The reign of 
Herod also gives us a chronological marking point. 
"Jesus was born before the death of Herod the Great, 
which is probably to be dated in 4 B.C.; the exact date 
of Jesus' birth is unknown." (France) 

 

Matthew 2:1-15 New American Standard Bible 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 
saying, 2 “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? 
For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship 
Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him. 4 Gathering together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Messiah was to be born. 5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet: 

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
Are by no means least among the leaders of Judah; 
For out of you shall come forth a Ruler 
Who will shepherd My people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from 
them the exact time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the Child; 
and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may 
come and worship Him.” 9 After hearing the king, they went 
their way; and the star, which they had seen in the east, went 
on before them until it came and stood over the place where 
the Child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 11 After coming into the house they 
saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the 
ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, 
they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
12 And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to 
Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way. 
13 Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the 
Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 
tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy 
Him.” 
14 So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it 
was still night, and left for Egypt. 15 He remained there until 
the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 
 
 

Section 1: Worthy of Worship: Verses 1-6 

• V 1-2. What are magi, and what was their quest? 

• V 3-4. How did Herod respond, and why? 

• V 4-6. How did the chief priests and scribes know 
where the Messiah was to be born?  

• V 6. How did the prophecy describe the One who 
would be born in Bethlehem? How does this 
describe the ministry of Jesus? 

 
Notes:   
    The magi, or wise men as some translations call them, 
were men who spent their time studying the stars and 
dreams and prophetic writings, seeking to understand 
more about the future and the world. They probably 
were not kings, but that tradition developed partly 
because of the expense of the treasures they brought 
and developed early in church history. 

"The tradition that the Magi were kings can be traced 
as far back as Tertullian (died c. 225). It probably 
developed under the influence of Old Testament 
passages that say kings will come and worship the 
Messiah (cf. Psalms 68:29, 31; 72:10-11; Isaiah 49:7; 
60:1-6)." (D.A. Carson)  

    The magi sought the King of the Jews, because of a 
unique star in the sky and a prophecy of the prophet 
Balaam found in Numbers 24:17: “I see him, but not 
now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth 
from Jacob, A scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall 
crush through the forehead of Moab, And tear down all 
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the sons of Sheth.” This was from early Jewish history 
and was widely accepted as a prophecy concerning the 
coming Messiah. The story of Balaam demonstrates that 
God can express His message through anyone (and 
anything—a donkey speaks to Balaam in Numbers 21:28-
30). It also shows that God intervenes to protect His 
purposes as He would not allow Balaam to curse Israel 
and made him pronounce blessings instead. One of the 
blessings included this reference to a future ruler over 
Israel. 
    The magi said their purpose in coming was to worship 
the One who had been born the King of the Jews. Carson 
points out that babies are usually born as princes and 
remained that way until they finally became kings, but 
Jesus’ “kingly status was not conferred on him later on; it 
was from birth." (Carson) 
    Herod did not like the idea of someone coming to 
assume the title he had taken for himself—“the king of 
the Jews.” He responded with questions about when and 
where this would take place. The chief priests and 
scribes knew the answer—the Messiah was prophesied 
to be born in Bethlehem in Micah 5:2—but it is 
remarkable that they expressed no interest in trying to 
find the Christ child themselves. Thus, the title of this 
lesson is “wise men seek Jesus,” because the religious 
leaders showed an incredible lack of wisdom even 
though they had a vast knowledge of God’s Word. 
    The quote from Micah found in Matthew 2:6 
emphasizes the bold claims of the identity of Jesus. He 
was the One who would be the Ruler from the line of 
King David (who also had been born in Bethlehem).  
Jesus as Messiah would also shepherd Israel (lead them 
and care for them as a shepherd would his sheep – see 
Psalm 23 and John 10). The last phrase of Micah 5:2 was 
not quoted by the religious leaders, but it emphasizes 
that the Messiah’s kingdom would be eternal because 
He is eternal: “His goings forth are from long ago, from 
the days of eternity.” Matthew wants his readers to 
know that Jesus is the long-expected Messiah who 
deserves to be worshipped as Eternal Ruler and 
Shepherd of His people. 
 
Section 2: Guarded by God: Verses 7-15   

• V 7-8. What did Herod ask the wise men to do? Read 
Matthew 2:16-18... What was Herod’s true reason 
for seeking the child? 

• V 9-10. What was unique about the star? 

• V 11. How did the magi express their worship? 

• V 12. How did God intervene with the magi? 

• V 13-15. What did the angel of the Lord tell Joseph 
to do, and why? 

 

Notes: 
    Herod told the wise men to go and find the 
whereabouts of the child then report back to him. Herod 
claimed to want to worship the child, but verses 16-20 
reveal his true motivation was to seek to exterminate 
the threat to his rule. 
    The wise men are once more guided by the star. This 
time the star behaved differently than other stars, 
because it came and stood over the place where the 
Child was (v 9). They rejoiced greatly, came into the 
house, and fell down in worship before the Christ Child. 
Incidentally, the word used for “child” means a young 
child but is not the same word that would be used for a 
baby or infant. This, as well as the time table used by 
Herod to kill the young boys in Bethlehem, seems to 
indicate that the wise men arrived many months after 
Jesus’ birth. 
    The ardent journey of the magi was part of their 
expression of worship, but they also brought rich 
treasures with them. They presented to Him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. Throughout church history, 
men have noted that the gifts reflect the character and 
identity of Christ. Gold is seen as fit for a King; 
frankincense was used as an incense of worship by 
priests; and myrrh was used to anoint bodies for burial. 
Thus, even their gifts illustrate that Jesus Christ is our 
King, our Great High Priest, and our Savior, who in His 
death provided the Sacrifice for our Sins.  
    Others have noted that the gifts may also have 
provided the financial means for the sojourn to Egypt. 
God intervened in the story to protect His Son by 
warning the wise men to ignore Herod’s request and 
return home another way. He also warned Joseph to 
take Mary and Jesus and flee to Egypt. In doing so, 
another Messianic prophecy was fulfilled: “Out of Egypt I 
called My Son.” (see Hosea 11:1) We see in Matthew’s 
account that God not only miraculously led the wise men 
to find and worship Jesus, but He also led them and 
Joseph to help protect His Son. 
 
 

Applications: 
✓ Seek Jesus no matter how long it takes or how 

much it costs. 
✓ Worship Jesus Christ as the Ruler of your life 

and the Shepherd of your way. 
✓ Know that God will always accomplish His 

Sovereign Plans and Purposes. 
 

Lesson by Bro Stan 


